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  Course Title: Grade 9 Social Studies 
 

Head of Department: Stephen Da Costa 
 

Teacher(s) + e-mail: Fatih Yilmaz   fatih.y @greenwood.sch.ae 
 

 Cycle/Division:  High School 
 

Grade Level: 9 
 

Credit Unit: 
 

1 

Duration: 
 

1 Year (5 periods/week) 

Course Prerequisites:  
 

N/A 
 

 

Department’s 
Vision: 

 To develop skilled, knowledgeable and concerned 
citizens of the community, nation and world in a 
technologically advancing, global society.  

 

Department’s 
Mission: 

 Creating a dynamic student centered learning 
environment that engages students and fosters social 
understanding and civic awareness in today’s 
multicultural, national, and global societies to create 
global citizens of the world. 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The High School Social Studies “World History” course uses the Common Core State Standards for 
History that have been aligned with Michigan State Standards. In addition, the Ministry of Education 
UAE Social Studies Curriculum3 has also been incorporated in Grade 9. The World History Classes of 
Greenwood International School teach students to value the universal, while respecting the 
perspectives of different cultures in our society. In addition, the course also focuses on UAE history and 
culture.  Students will be studying people in relation to their past, their environment and their society, 
various wars and battles, and how these events altered the geography of the world, and an in depth 
analysis of  ancient civilizations.  Students will be doing a lot of reading, thinking, and problem-solving 
which will center on different types of texts or materials. The goal of the UAE Social Studies 
Curriculum3 is for students will contribute, as responsible citizens and residents of the UAE, to the 
building of a cohesive society that is inclusive of all, while preserving the UAE culture, heritage and 
traditions. 
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 As students learn more about history, they will begin to ask questions and investigate cultural 

heritages and to understand the importance of geographical and historical influences upon 
the social systems. Students will be analyzing the following: 

  Written Sources 

  Movies/videos 

  Maps 

  Art 

  Different Graphics 
 

 Themes of the Course 

 events of lasting significance 

 structures of government: how and why they were established and shaped by their origins 

 leaders and leadership 

 movements organized by ordinary people to create social changes 

 different groups' experience of the same situation 

 ways that historians discover, interpret, and appreciate the past 

 Historical and Geographical knowledge and perspectives 

 Historical and Geographical analysis and interpretations 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

 Investigate global patterns and developments over time while connecting more local patterns 
to larger interregional and global patterns.  

  Employ different analytical schemes, including global, regional, national and local to 
understand developments over time.  

  Compare within and among regions and societies, and across time.  

  Develop an understanding of the historical and geographic context of human commonalities 
and differences, particularly in considering claims of universal standards or of cultural 
diversity. In their studies students will focus on five large historical and geographic patterns  

  The causes, consequences, and patterns of changes in human governance systems and 
changes over time. 

  The causes, consequences, and patterns of interactions among societies and regions, 
including trade, war, diplomacy, and international institutions. 

 The impact of demographic, technological, environmental, and economic changes on people, 
their culture, and their environment. 

  Causes, consequences, and patterns of cultural, intellectual, religious and social changes.  

  The relationship between the environment and developments in population, settlement, 
economy, and politics. 
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  Acquire Strategies and skills for comprehending and interpreting texts. 

  Understand how the historical and cultural contexts shape an author’s point of view. 

 Evaluate author’s differing points of view. 

 Read and comprehend comprehension texts related to social studies. 

 Contribute as responsible citizens and residents of the UAE, to the building of a cohesive 
society that is inclusive of all, while preserving the UAE culture, heritage and traditions. 

 Understand UAE history and culture 
 
 

  

 

I.  

STANDARDS/BENCHMARKS: 
 

 

 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the 
course of the text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; 
determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of 
history/social science. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or 
advance an explanation or analysis. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several 
primary and secondary sources. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.10By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social 
studies texts in the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

 P1.1Use appropriate strategies to read and analyze social science tables, graphs, graphics, 
maps and texts. 

 P2.1Apply methods of inquiry, including asking and answering compelling and supporting 
questions, to investigate social scientific problems.  

 P2.2 Evaluate data presented in social science tables, graphs, graphics, maps and texts for 
credibility, considering the origin, authority, structure and context of the information. 

 P2.3Knowhowto find, organize, evaluate, and interpret information from a variety of credible 
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sources.  
 P2.4 Use relevant information from multiple credible sources representing a wide range of 

views considering the origin, authority, structure, and context to answer a compelling or 
supporting question. 

 5.1.1 Emerging Global System – Analyze the impact of increased oceanic travel including 
changes in the global system of trade, migration, and political power as compared to the 
previous era.   

 5.1.2 World Religions – Analyze the impact of the diffusion of world religions on social, 
political, cultural, and economic systems. 

 4.3.3 China to 1500 – Explain how Chinese dynasties responded to the internal and external 
challenges caused by ethnic diversity, physical geography, population growth and Mongol 
invasion to achieve relative political stability, economic prosperity, and technological 
innovation 

 5.2.1 European Exploration/Conquest and Columbian Exchange – Explain the demographic, 
environmental, and political consequences of European oceanic travel and conquest; describe 
the geographic routes taken in the exchange of people, plants, animals and pathogens; and 
evaluate the impact of these exchanges in the late 15th and 16th centuries. 
 

 

 

II.  

RESOURCES: 
 

 

 HOLT MCDOUGAL WORLD HISTORY 
 MY VISION- CHALLENGES IN THE RACE FOR EXCELLENCE 
 CHROMEBOOKS, SURFACE PRO, LAPTOPS 
 TEACHER’S HANDOUTS 
 FROGOS WEBSITE 
 HOLT WEBSITE 
 STUDY.COM 
 POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS  
 AUDIO CDS 
 VIDEOS 
 RUBRICS 
 INTERNET SITES 

 
 
 

III.  
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COURSE OUTLINE: 
 

Semester 1: 

Chapter’s # Chapter Lesson(s) 

1. Chapter 1: Uncovering the Past  Studying History 

   Studying Geography 

     

   

2. 
Chapter 2: The Stone Ages and Early 
Cultures 

 The First People 

   Early Human Migration 

   Beginnings of Agriculture 

   

   

Semester 2: 

Chapter’s # Chapter Lesson(s) 

 MY VISION: CHALLENGES IN THE RACE FOR EXCELLENCE 

1. The Pulse of Development  The Lion and the Gazelle 

   

2. 
The Elements of the Development 
Industry 

 The Vision 

   Leadership 

   Management 

   Decision Making and Teamwork 

   

 HOLT MCDOUGAL WORLD HISTORY 

3.  Chapter 4: Ancient Egypt and Kush  Geography and Ancient Egypt 

   The Old Kingdom 

   The Middle and New Kingdoms 

   Egyptian Achievements 

   

4. Chapter 5: Ancient India  Geography and Early India 

   

5. Chapter 6: Ancient China  Geography and Early China  

   The Zhou Dynasty and New Ideas 

   The Qin Dynasty 

   The Han Dynasty 

   Han Contact with Other Cultures 
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IV.  

GRADING: 
 

 

Grading Policy/ Assessment Tools: 
97 ≤ A+  ≤ 100 ( 4.0) 87 ≤ B+ <  90  (3.3) 77 ≤ C+ <  80  (2.3) 67 ≤  D+  <  (1.3) 50 ≤ E < 60 F < 50 (0.0) 

93 ≤ A    <   97  (4.0) 83 ≤ B   <   87 (3.0) 73 ≤ C   <  77  (2.0) 65 ≤ D  < 67 (1.0) NA: Not Applicable 

90 ≤ A-  <    93  (3.7) 80 ≤ B- <  83  (2.7) 
 

70 ≤ C-  <  73  (1.7) 60 ≤ D- < 65 (0.5)  

Passing Mark: 60 
 
 
 

 Assessment Tools:  
 

 Unit tests and assessments may consist of multiple-choice, short answers, inference and deduction, oral 
and written comprehension tasks, critical analysis, fill in the blanks, true and false and mapping skills. 
 
PERFORMANCE AREAS (Skills) : 
 

 Communication and social skills  
 Presentation of work 
 Group and individual performance 
 Analyzing primary and secondary sources. 
 Recognizing connections 
 Determining the central idea of a text. 
 Citing specific textual evidence to support different sources. 
 Analyzing data and forming opinions 
 Analyze different events related to history. 
 Determining the meanings of words and phrases. 

 
 

 

Grade Distribution:  

Term -1- Term -2- 
Final Exam 

Assessment Points/Weight Assessment Points/Weight 

Assessment Points/Weight Assessment Points/Weight 

100  Graded Classwork 15 Graded Classwork 15 

Reading 10 Reading 10 
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Comprehension Comprehension 

Presentations/Movies 10 Presentations/Movies 10 

Project Based 
Learning/Research 

10 
Project Based 

Learning/Research 
10 

Quizzes 25 Quizzes 25 

Mid Year Examination 30 Mid Year Examination 30 

Total 100 Total 100  
 

 

Cross-Curricular Project(s): 
- Ignite Competition( Design, Do, Discover) 
- 3 D Model and Research Presentations 

 
 Research Projects are done once per semester and are multidisciplinary and integrated across subjects 

 
 
 

 


